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Ibn Khallikan. He was a most gifted man, and an excellent administrator, and, though liberal even to extravagance, amassed great wealth. When he was dismissed for the first time, A.E. 299 (A.D. 912), the Khalif had him arrested in his palace, and seized on all his wealth. From that time to his reinstatement in 304 the produce of his estates to the public treasury amounted to 7,000,000 denars. On his re-appointment the Khalif showed him the highest favours, sending him seven cloaks of honour and 300,000 dirhems to be distributed among his attendants. He continued in place for two years, but was then arrested a second time, and thrown into prison. He was restored to Ms post for the third time in 311, and marked his resumption of office by acts which have cast a stain on his memory. He exacted large sums from many persons, and allowed his son Abu '1 Muhassin, a violent young man, to put to death Hamid ibn alc Abbas, the late wazir. He fell for the third time the next year, when it was found that he possessed upwards of ten millions of denars, and that his landed property produced a million of denars annually. A few days later he and his son Muhassin were put to death by Naztik, the chief of the police. This Abu'l Hasan had been a simple Mtib, and was first raised to high posts together with his brother Abu'l c Abbas by the Khalif Al Mo'tadid for drawing up a financial statement. This brother died some years before in 291. The third brother, Ja*far, was offered the wazirate, but declined it; it was then given to his son Abu 1 Fatli ibn Ja'far in 320, but he was not long in power, for Al Muktadir was murdered the same year, and the wazir concealed himself through fear of Al Kahir, the new Khalif. Abu '1 Fath, however, obtained subsequently the government of Syria, and after the deposition of Al Kahir, was offered the wazirate by Ar Eadi; but finding the State in confusion he prudently returned to his government. The son of Abu 'I Fath was Abu '1 Fadl Jafar ibn al Fadl, called like himself Al Hinzaba from the name of Abu 1 Fatli's mother. (<_>hjj>-means a person or beast of short and strong make). This Ibn Hinzaba, whose life is also given by Ibn Khallikan, admin-